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love stats
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“We're not a sportswear company.
We're a storytelling company.”

Dennie Wendt, Nike
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“We're not a data agency.
We're a storytelling agency!”

me
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Coupon codes found! Apply Codes

PICK-POCKET PRODF
TRAVELWEAR YOU WANT

helming
wirus

“The CIA version of

New CDC Study Finds Majority of Those Infected with khakis.” - FORBES
COVID-19 'Always’ Wore Masks e ;

GET A WEEHLY SUMMARY OF

CALIFORMNIA GLOBE STORIES:




v/ Tell stories with data so that people listen
v/ Have fun and get creative

v/ Build an audience and make a difference

yd




Keep.it smtp,[e stupﬂ

You'll be sweet sweet sweet if
you repeat repeat repeat

When You're Getting Sick Of Your
Message, Is When Your Audiencels =~ =
Starting To Pay Attention



Mare than hall a million

A3 Mormal People show tums 50 [0 39% of Aussie kids did arts Happy Scrabbie day d |
Aussies have served, or are | on Thems as 194 lich hom Ausios witha | B and crafts in 2021-22 ek Wikich Az LGAs have S highest i)
currently serving, in the ADF Language and Literamere qualification scralbtibe scons7
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Pophe Wi & Lingiage M T JLATLARA

M Y T J AT A R A

Excellent visual® Such a clear picture of come alive with the right spin on it!
a shifting demographics!

brating Aussie mums [0 |

' @eleanor ansley ==

Oh Aussie bureau of stats/

A v €5 milian mias B A |

Australian Bureau of
Stati or another fun fact I'll use in

’ the classroom.
Thanks for counting and keeping us

amused.

protecied land o eaches 51 milllion
SRR AN apt comparison, ABS; timely and [T Eapa "

This is the |_|::H_]trl of numbers: well
Tatialasn = fFivie WA ; £
informative. Well played. S done, ABS !
’-“_ P 7 0 _.!:.‘ -
- _..::
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ABS Social Media Strategy by numbers

Au

Bureau of
Statistics

Impressions

28M
+67%
18M

+71°/o
1M
1AM q3m +47% g0 I

11M T . | I

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

How many times a post
appears on a screen

Engagements

2.6M

1.2M
+71%

759k 692k
9%

619k )
+81% 5.33/0" 330

341k

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Number of times our posts
are liked, commented on
and shared

Followers

481k
+27%

378k
315k +20%

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Number of users who
follow our channels
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Content audit - 2018 hustralian

Statistics

Sexual assault victims [
in Australia e
" 1 L I 20“'_
25 b -1 = 2011 |
MILLION R | B 5 .
- _Is : ; 2 2012
Australia S By 4 E &

2014

2015

2016

2017

0 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000
Number of sexual assault victims recorded by police

Source: ABS, Recorded Crime - Victims, 2017 (cat no, 4510.0)
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Australian

Informative Burssn ol

Sexual assault victims — ‘
in Australia o

0 5000 10000 15000 20,000 .
Number of sexual assault victims recorded by police Review Of Census
Topics Closed

Australian
Bureau of
Statistics

Source: ABS, Recorded Crime - Victims, 2017 (cat no, 4510.0)
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Contextual/relatable

2.3 million visits
to the Great Barrier
Reefin 2015-16

13
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oy Australion Need for assistance by Australian
* = household type — 2006 and 2016

2006 2016 2006 DON'T
. 4.5% 1

by

One family Multiple family

2006 2016 2006 2016

i)

Lone person Group

25

MILLION ”

Australia

L. 66 |

4> miLLION

Source: ABS, Census of Population and Housing
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ABS Instagram 2018 Auten

Statistics

Before After

[ Peophe with philosoply
qualifications are more than
2x i likely to bike to work

* Informative

* Contextual

« Simple

e Consistent style

—

i irevrage, makes who de from
Besiicular canaes ke 31,4 pears ol e

78% dacling im doaths from 1 in 20 Astrabians @ [V At s o s
motor vehide accidents have diabetes - m:fy‘:mﬂm
Across all platforms: | &= == [ s S B
. o i- __.‘_7'_;‘:*=w_? '- Rl »
Impressions up 27% | " iR ﬁ s, &
Engagementup 142% ' T i
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Informative




au o
Statistics

1in 5 Aussies have a | People with philosophy [
= = n Bureau of = gn - Bureau of
vitamin D deficiency Statistics qualifications are 3x as Statistics

likely to bike to work

Note: For persons aged 18+ Note: Compared with all employed persons 15 years and over
Source: ABS, National Health Measures Survey, 2022-24 Source: ABS, Census of Population and Housing, 2021
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H | Au .;an
Comparing values: Burcauor

A tale of two cities o]
. g Bureau of
Our two biggest cities head to head Swgsc
a
g 3
L) Y
. —p gl |
Sydney Melbourne
Population* 5,297,089 5,031,195
2021-2022
population increase* 0.7% 1.1%
Medi ki
edian i\’:cegm}el $881 $841
Median weekly rent $470 $390
Households where a
non-English language 42% 38%
is used

Note: Refers to Greater Capital City Statistical Area (GCCSA),
population increase from 30 June 2021 to 30 June 2022
Source: ABS, *Regional population, 2022; Census of Population and Housing, 2021

18




Comparing values?

Bureau of
Statistics

Sydney's population has 4
- Bureau of
grown over 4x since the Statistics

opening of the Harbour Bridge

1932 2022

- TLLLLLLTY n
| 2y

& %\;

5,303,000

&

1,214,000

Source: ABS, Historical population, 2016; Regional population, 2021-22

12 statisticians have nursing asalan
qualifications, just like Sttistics
Florence Nightingale

3,521
/s

¥ Statisticians
608,276 \
Aussies with 12
nursing Statisticians
qualifications with nursing

qualifications

Note: Refers to employed persons aged 15 years and over.
And persons aged 15 years and over who stated a completed qualification
Source: ABS, Census of Population and Housing, 2021
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% DIAGRAM er iz €AUSES er MORTALITY "
_ APRIL 1855 To MARCH 1856 IN THE ARMY IN THE EAST. APRIL 1854 1o MARCH 1855.

3
3
3
&

% % o ”‘._..-
81 s o Las
‘u’yn"w' ussﬁ"‘ S

The Areas of the bHue; red. & black wedges are each meéeasured. from

The blue wedges measwred from the cenire of the arele represent area
for area the deaihs fron-Frevendibie or Mitigable Zymatec-deseases; the
ved wedges measured from the cenire the deatlis fiom woureds; &the.
black wedges measured from the cenire the deaths from all dher causes.

The Wack lne across the ved triangle in Nv! 1554 marks the boundary
of the deaths fom all other carses durtng the monih.

I October 1554, & April 1855, the black area coirecides wntly the red.;
wnJunaary & February /857 the blue coincides with. ihe black:

The entire areas may be compared éy tollowing the blue, the ved & the
M&Jm anclosirtg them .

']
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Auéfréiian

Bureau of
Statistics

Deaths caused by Parkinson's (...,

Bureau of

higher for men in 2021 Statistics

1,472 deaths

816 deaths

Note: Includes Parkinson's disease and secondary Parkinsonism.
Source: ABS, Causes of Death, Australia, 2021

These Two Tower over
the Hobbit

R
Australian
Bureau of
Statistics

Average height of Australians vs Hobbits

200cm

150cm

100cm

50cm

Ocm

Man

175cm Woman
162cm

Hobbit
92¢cm

Note: Based on average height of Australians aged 18+. Average Hobbit height based on

assumed normal distribution of sourced Hobbit height range of 2-4 feet (61-122cm)

Source: ABS, National Health Survey, Australia, 2022

Tolkien, J.R.R. 1995. The Lord Of The Rings. HarperCollins Publishers. Image sourced from clipart.email
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Patterns, trends, outliers? S

Break-ins increase after A 1in 2 women aged 25-34 %uf,%su:;.
= Bureau of . - ureau
record low in 2020-21 Statstis years now have a university [ seosis
1in 50 households experienced a degree
break-in last year
51%
3% ¢
- 34%
1% II 1 20/ 0
o
1
St RSO 1992 2007 2022
Source: ABS, Crime Victimisation, 2021-22 Source: ABS, Education and Work, Australia 2022
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Patterns, trends, outliers?

*
iy
LR
Australian
Bureau of
Statistics

Number of deaths per 100,000 people

Drownings dropped over the [,.....
I ast 50 years Statistics
Death rates for drownings 1971-2021

0

Bureau of

M ::I:ues

| | | |
1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 2021

Source: ABS, Causes of Death, Australia, 2021
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Parts to a whole?

A an

Bureau of
Statistics

Most young Aussies have 8]
Bureau of
never smoked et

Smoker status, by age
8M
6M

4Mm

Number of people

M

0 |
15-24 25-44

. Never smoked

| I |
45-64 65-74 75+

Ex-smoker Current smoker

Note: Refers to people aged 15 years and over.
Source: ABS, National Health Survey, 2022

Austréliarl
Bureau of
Statistics

Happy Pi Day!
3.14% of bakers are females living in
South Australia

/,i

!

Note: Refers to Bakers and Pastrycooks
Source: ABS, Census of Population and Housing, 2021

24



Distribution

Australian

Bureau of
Statistics

*

Life expectancy in cities o
H Bureau of
higher than remote areas Statitics

Life expectancy by area

Lowvest life expectancy:

Northern Territory - Outhack

73.6 years \
84.1-86.7
81.5-84.0

789-81.4

76.3-78.8
73.6-76.2

e

‘-n‘

Highest life expectancy:
Sydney - North Sydney and Homsby
86.7 years

Note: Area refers to Statistical Areas Level 4 (SAds). Regional SA4s tend to have smaller populations of 100,000
t0 300,000 people while in cities, SA4s tend to have 300,000 to 500,000 people. Made with Datawrapper.
Source: ABS, Life expectancy, 2021 - 2023

Australia’s ageing population (...

1981 vs 2023

09

2 15

-
e
v
o

Number of men
(million)

70+
60-69
50-59
40-49
3039
2029

10-19

3

Bureau of
Statistics
1981
2023
0 05 1 15 2
Number of women
(million)

Source: ABS, Population clock and pyramid
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Contextual and relatable

YAV

K

yd



(i

N
LA

Where is 1 million? e

Statistics

Landy, D., Silbert, N. and Goldin, A.
(2013), Estimating Large Numbers.
Cogn Sci, 37: 775-799.

1 th ° 1 billion

50% placed 1 million
somewhere around
the middle

27



Writing about numbers

Use digits, not words Simplify big numbers

seven ‘ 7 1,000,000 ‘ 1 million

28



Proportions and fractions

25%

VS

L

Australian
Bureau of
Statistics

*
e s

2 in 5 Australians experienced [, ...

Bureau of

a mental disorder at some Statistics
time in their life

If you, or someone you know is experiencing distress, contact Lifeline

“‘I 31114 Ik lifeline.org.au

Source: ABS, National Study of Mental Health and Wellbeing, Australia, 2020-2022

29



Divide big numbers

T
Australian

Bureau of

Statistics

Aussies buy 168,200 tonnes  [,.5...

Bureau of

of chocolate a year B

%

...that's 35 family chocolate blocks each!

SESNSEENEN
SESNEENEN
SESNEENE
SESSNENEN

SESNESEN

Note: Based on 180g chocolate block
Source: ABS, Apparent Consumption of Selected Foodstuffs, Australia, 2022-23

North Qld grew over 345,000 "

Bureau of

tonnes of bananas in 2023-24 | swtstics

...that's enough to make 90 banana smoothies
per Aussie!

90 smoothies
per Aussie

345,016 tonnes

Note: Based on 140g in each smoothie.
Source: ABS, Australian Agriculture: Horticulture, 2023-24

oJ
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SILICATE. CHEMISTRY 1S SECOND
NATURE. TO US GEOCHEMISTS, 50
IT'S EASY TO FORGET THAT THE
AVERAGE PERSON PROBABLY ONLY
KNOWS THE FORMULAS FOR OLIVINE
AND ONE OR TWO FELDSPARS.

t AND QUARTZ, OF COURSE.
OF COURSE

7%

EVEN WHEN THEY'RE TRYING TO
COMPENSATE FOR IT, EXPERTS IN ANYTHING
WILDLY OVERESTIMATE THE AVERAGE
PERSON'S FAMILIARITY WITH THEIR FIELD.

32



What's the story?

Australian
Bureau of
Statistics

Household saving ratio, seasonally adjusted

25

ra
=}

Dec-14 Dec-15 Dec-16 Dec-17 Dec-18 Dec-13

— Household saving ratio

Dec-20

Dec-21

Dec-22

Households savings rate falls 2]
H Bureau of
to pre-pandemic levels Statistics

% of income saved by households,
seasonally adjusted

25%
20%

15%

10%

5%

0%
Sep Sep Sep Sep Sep Sep Sep Sep Sep
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Source: ABS, Australian National Accounts: National Income,
Expenditure and Product, Sept 2022
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Where do you want people to look?

AuStréIian
Bureau of
Statistics

__m_

Diabetes remains 7th s
leading cause of death Statistics

Leading causes of death in 2022

Coronary heart disease 18,643

Dementia, inc Alzheimer's 17,106
COovID-19 9,859
Cerebrovascular diseases 9,829
Lung cancer 9,048
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 8,580
Diabetes 6,050
Bowel cancer 5,410
Blood and lymph cancers 5,168
Urinary diseases 4,571

Source: ABS, Causes of Death, Australia, 2022

Diabetes remains 7th usaton
= Bureau o
leading cause of death Statistics
Leading causes of death in 2022
Coronary heart disease 18,643

Dementia, inc Alzheimer's 17,106
CovID-19 9,859
Cerebrovascular diseases 9,829
Lung cancer 9,048
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 8,580
_ Diabetes 6,050
Bowel cancer 5,410
Blood and lymph cancers 5,168
Urinary diseases 4,571

Source: ABS, Causes of Death, Australia, 2022
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Avoid legends T

Statistics

In 2020, for the first time, ~ [£5) | In2020, for the first time, ~ [4°

there was an equal number [ s=isic there was an equal number  [seisic

of male and female federal of male and female federal
parliamentarians in the parliamentarians in the
Senate Senate
Female Male 70%
70%

50% 50%

50% 50%

30%
30% o ® @ ®
House of
Senate House of Senate .
Representatives Representatives
Source: ABS, Gender Indicators, Australia, 2020 Source: ABS, Gender Indicators, Australia, 2020




Use visual elements

N

Sadkiae
Australian

Bureau of
Statistics

. i —

Almost a quarter of kids e

Bureau of

spend 20+ hours per week bt

using screens 40%
23% 24%
8%
5%
0-2 hours 3-4hours 5-9hours 10-19 hours 20+ hours

Note: Qutside of school hours
Source: ABS, Cultural and creative activities, 2021-22

Almost a quarter of kids T‘f@?_

u Bureau of
using screens spend 20+ D
hours a week 40%

23% 24%
8%
5%
0-2 hours 3-4hours 5-9hours 10-19 hours 20+ hours

Note: Outside of school hours
Source: ABS, Cultural and creative activities, 2021-22
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Simple language S

Statistics

bovtuse  ©  usiied @

Provide Give

Enable Allow, support

Deliver Make, do, complete

Additional Extra, more

Increase/decrease Rise, growth/fall, drop, go up

Regarding / in regard to / in About

relation to

A number of / a range of Some, several, many or give exact
number

Therefore / thus ‘Because of this / that’ or remove
37



Let’s put it into action
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Real world example e
tatistics

Proportion of people aged 18 years and over(a) with diabetes(b) by age and sex, 2022-24
Males (%) 95% confidence intt95% confidence interva Females (%) 95% confidence ir 95% confidence inte

18-44 years 2.4 0.4 4.4 0.9 0 1.8
45-64 years 10.3 6.9 13.7 6 3.8 8.2
65 years and over 16.9 13.6 20.2 10.5 6.7 14.3
Total persons 18 ye: 8.5 7.1 9.9 4.7 3.6 5.8

a. Weighted results for persons where a fasted blood sample was collected.
b. Includes people who had known diabetes and those with newly diagnosed diabetes.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, National Health Measures Survey 2022-24

39



Proportion of people aged 18 years and over(a) with diabetes(b) by age and sex, 2022-24

25

20 —|—

16.9

15
5 10.3 10.5
10 815~
6.0
-4:7—
5
24
e
0 *
18-44 years 45-64 years 65 years and over Total persons 18 years and over

Age group

. Males . Females

a. Weighted results for persons where a fasted blood sample was collected.
b. Includes people who had known diabetes and those with newly diagnosed diabetes.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, National Health Measures Survey 2022-24



20

15

10

A

JATETEATT.

Aurlian
Bureau of
Statistics

16.9%

2.4%

18-44 years 45-64 years 65+ years
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15
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Aurlian
Bureau of
Statistics

17%

2%

18-44 years 45-64 years 65+ years
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2%

18-44 years

10%

45-64 years

—fs

JATETEATT.

Aurlian
Bureau of
Statistics

17%

65+ years
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2%

18-44 years

10%

45-64 years

.l ;,‘  S—
Australian

Bureau of

Statistics

17%

65+ years

44



have diabetes stat

Almost 1in5men aged 65+ [.57.

Bureau of

istics

17%

10%

2%

18-44 years 45-64 years 65+ years

45



Almost 1in5men aged 65+ [,.2°

Bureau of

have diabetes Statistics

% of Aussie males with diabetes by age

17%

10%

2%

18-44 years 45-64 years 65+ years
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Almost 1in5men aged 65+ |......

Bureau of

have diabetes Statistics

% of Aussie males with diabetes by age

17%

2%

18-44 years 45-64 years 65+ years

47



Almost 1in5men aged 65+ [,.2°

Bureau of

have diabetes Statistics
% of Aussie males with diabetes by age

17%

10%

2%

18-44 years 45-64 years 65+ years

Source: ABS, National Health Measures Survey, 2020-2022
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Activity - 10 mins Biraa o

Statistics

» Scanthe QR code or google
‘ABS National Health Survey’

» Find an interesting point,
table or graph

» In groups of 2-3, brainstorm
an idea for a social post

Almost 1in5 men aged 65+
have diabetes

age praup

@ beroles

=
e |
-
s
. .
. —_—
e
ReW
. it -

17%







Why social media?

Emotion

News & updates

Broad appeal

Unaware

Aware

Active

Fan

Niche appeal

Social media

Direct comms

@

51



Lean in to what works

Australian
Bureau of

# Australian Bureau of Statistics @
=3 Published by Reputstion Publish
(<]

- 19 January 2021 - &

It's Edgar Allan Poe's birthday. We wrote this past haste, hopefully it's to
Pog's taste.

#YouGoEdgarAllanPoPo #EdgarAllanPoe #TheRaven

Quoth the Raven:
“One in four”

Dreaming of stats, ane day while napping,
| heard at my window, a raven tapping.

| wondered, how many Aussies were born offshore?
Quoth the Raven "One in four"

And how many were active in a volunteer corps?
Quoth the Raven "One in four"

How many live in Victoria, | implore?
Quoth the Raven "One in four”

And how many have a Uni qualification in their drawer?
Quoth the Raven "0ne in four”

And should statisticians write more poetry, hencetofore?
Quoth the Raven "MNevermare”

Hioie: 1 i poogie aged 150 hos aunersiny dogree, gradeste cershcaie or gradeate diploma. | in 4 people aged |5+ soluniserodin 2115,

- Australian Bureau of Statistics @ -
[ Published by Reputstion Sublish
1]

- 19 January 2022 - G

It's Edgar Allan Poe's birthday. We wrote this post haste, hopefully it's to
Poe's taste.

#YouGoEdgarAllanPoPo #EdgarAllanPoe #TheRaven

Statistics

& Australian Bureau of Statistics &
[E] Published by Reputstion Bublish
-]

- 19 January 2023 - &

It's Edgar Allan Poe's birthday. We wrote this post haste, hopefully it's to
Poe's taste.

#YouGoEdgarAllanPoPo #EdgarAllanPoe #TheRaven

Quoth the Raven: ?.ﬁi
"Olle in four" Statistics

Dreaming of stats, one day while napping,
| heard at my window, a raven tapping.

| wondered, how many Aussies were born offshore?
Quoth the Raven "One in four”

And how many were active in a volunteer corps?
Quoth the Raven "One in four”

How many live in Victoria, | implore?
Quoth the Raven "One in four”

And how many have a Uni qualification in their drawer?
Quoth the Raven "One in four”

And should statisticians write mare poetry, hencetofore?
Quoth the Raven "Nevermore”

Fiote: | in 4 poople-ageel |5 s uvwersity dogrve, praskots cerihaaie o graease dipkma. | in 4 poogle ager 15+ wokinieeres in 2019,

Scarte A5, Goroun of Peelaion Ars] Housing, 29762 Mkl s are Ve pplaion, e 001
-

Genesal Sockal Survey Sumrony Resits, Jasraka, 1019
Oz0 1.4 25000 777 @

Saurre AL Creun, of Posulaten Sl Waseng, 207 & Masonal e and lermiory copstaton, kme U0
-

Geresal Sodal Suresy: Summany Rt desivala, 1019
D=0 «

T30 KD

Quoth the Raven: Ais

Australian

Bureau of
n — o
One in four Statistics

Dreaming of stats, one day while napping,
| heard at my window, a raven tapping.

| wondered, how many Aussies were born offshore?
Quoth the Raven "One in four”

And how many were born in “64 or before?
Quoth the Raven “One in four”

How many live in Victoria, | implore?
Quath the Raven “0ne in four™

And how many have a Uni qualification in their drawer?
Quoth the Raven "0ne in four™

And should statisticians write poetry forevermare?
Quoth the Raven "Nevermare™

Mote: 1 in 4 people aged 15+ has a university degree, graduate cenificate or graduate diploma.
Source: ABS, Census of Population And Howsing, 2021; National, state and ierritcey population, June 2002

(=]
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Re-post monthly and yearly

Australian

Bureau of
Statistics

TTop post June 2025

Suburbs with the highest %
of people born in Thailand
by state and telritow

—

SR
Australian
Bureau of
Statistics

——
NT
Millner
1.5%
. Qld
Wagy  Logan Central
e 24%
i - NSW
Northbridge ™y —
3.3%0 _— "ﬂ Haymarket
L . e 175%
" .. ACT
n dsI‘IA a Canberra City
owandilla -
s Vic ‘-\ Tas
Jackass Flat Hobart
3.5% - 0.6%

Note: Based on place of usual residence, by Suburbs and Localities for places with
over 1,000 residents. Excludes overseas visitors.
Source: ABS, Census of Population and Housing, 2021

EEJ Top post of 2024

Pesto the penguin weighs
about the same as the
average 5-7 year old

*

sy
Australian
Bureau of
Statistics

23kg 24kg

Pesto Child
9 months 5-7 years

Source: ABS, National Health Survey, 2022




v/ Tell stories with data so that people listen
v/ Have fun and get creative

v/ Build an audience and make a difference
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Ask a question... and follow us!

@ Australian Bureau of Statistics

55



Thank you!

AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS
Informing Australia’'s important decisions
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